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CM/ECF NEWS 

   U.S. BANKRUPTCY COURT WESTERN DISTRICT OF NY

VERSION 3.3.1 OF CM/ECF TO BE IMPLEMENTED February 18, 2009
CM/ECF will be unavailable on February 17, 2009  from 3:30 pm through February 18, 2009 at 10:00 am.

Effective February 18, 2009 the Court will make the transition to the latest version of CM/ECF,

Version 3.3.1.  There are several enhancements to CM/ECF, which are briefly highlighted below.  The

Court will continue to provide instructional information through email notifications, classes, user

references in the utilities section of CM, and in the CM/ECF section of the Court’s website at

www.nywb.uscourts.gov/cmecf.php.  Please be sure to check with your Bankruptcy Preparation

Software vendor for the 3.3.1 updates.

The Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005 requires the Executive

Office for the U.S. Trustees to capture and store additional data elements from individual consumer

debtor cases.  CM/ECF Version 3.3.1 accommodates this data collection. The new chapter 7 case

opening screen will collect 4 new fields from the debtors’ schedules and 38 fields from Form 22A

Means Test.  There are five new data fields for Chapter 11 cases and four new fields for Chapters 12

and 13.   It is imperative that your case preparation software is current. 

The Notice to Consumer Debtor(s), Form B201, was revised in December 2008 to accommodate a

new Bankruptcy Noticing Center (BNC) program feature that eliminates the mailing of duplicate

notices to joint debtors at the same address by sending a single copy of each notice in a jointly-

addressed envelope.  As stated in the revised form, to be excepted from this feature, one of the joint

debtors must file a statement with the court requesting that each spouse receive a separate copy of all

notices. This statement must be filed separately from the petition, using the following event:

Bankruptcy> Other> Debtor’s Request for Separate Notice. There is no standard form for this

statement at this time. 

USER ENHANCEMENTS

Docket Activity Report: Can be run for open and/or closed cases. Report now includes the Event

Name. Prior to this, only the type of category appeared.

Docket Report: For a bankruptcy case that was closed with the 3.3.1 version of CM/ECF, the

disposition is shown; for a joint case, disposition, discharged date and dismissed date for the joint

debtor are displayed.

Query: Can be run for open and/or closed cases. For a bankruptcy case that was closed with the 3.3.1



version of CM/ECF, the abbreviated case data displayed at the top of the screens now includes the

dismissed date; discharged and dismissed dates for the joint debtor are displayed for a joint case.

Query on Associated Cases: “Closed” appears for Adversary case when a query is run on associated

cases.

PACER Free  Look Message: The message “without incurring a PACER fee” has been removed

from the Document Selection Menu of expired Notices of Electronic Filings.

Notice of Electronic Filing: Displays the party being represented along with the attorney name and

email address.  (e.g. Dale Tracy on behalf of Debtor John Smith, dale_tracy@lawoffice.com)

Interim Fee Applications - If a fee and/or an expense is entered, then a professional type is required.

If no fee or expense is entered, then a professional type can now be blank.

Calendar Events: There is a new option to select the hearing or case judge for the Calendar Events

report.

Deadlines/Hearing Report: There is a new option to select the hearing and/or case judge for the

Deadlines/Hearing Report.

 Joint Debtor Dispositions:  The new release provides more specificity in reporting dismissals and

discharges for each debtor to credit bureaus and other reporting agencies as well as the public. Joint

debtors can have the same disposition and different disposition dates.  Joint debtors can have different

dispositions such as one dismissal and one discharge.  Joint debtors can have different dispositions and

different disposition dates. 

New joint disposition and date fields will display on the docket report; cases report; case summary

query; VCIS; and on the reference information near the top of docketing screens.

Motion for Objection to Claim(s): There will be no change for attorneys filing these motions in

Buffalo cases.  However, Rochester case filers will see a new screen. Creditor name and court claim

numbers will appear on a pick list to aid the filer in selecting the correct claim to ensure linkage to the

correct claim on the claim register.

Creditor name and court claim number selected on this screen must match that creditor's

information contained in your motion.  If the creditor name and court claim number information

contained in your motion does not match the creditor name and court claim number in the court's

record, abort this transaction, modify your document to match court information and then file your

motion.

Page 2 of 3



New Events:  Bankruptcy > Other > Update EOUST Stats (used to enter new or updated

statistical information)

Bankruptcy > Other > Debtor’s Request for Separate Notice

Involuntary Case Opening Screen: Estimated assets and liabilities fields have been deleted.
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